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Osaka, then called Naniwa,
was briefly the capital of

Japan on a couple of
occasions in the seventh
: century, before Nara, Kyoto
» {for almost 1,000 years) and
then Tokyo took their turns as
the nation’s cultural and
political centres.
Osaka-ben, the distinctive
local dialect, is littered with
words not used in standard
r Japanese. One Osakan
classic is ookini instead
BUSINESS CITY EUIDEJ T of the standard arigato
e F' (thank you).
- § o L Local baseball team the
. e i ‘ms |~ Hanshin Tigers was supposedly
e T - <% [-f cursed by KFC's Colonel
ik - = Sanders. After winning the
3 i I Japan Series in 1985,
G L 0 B A L ' = exuberant Tigers fans tossed a
N statue of the colonel into the
- El - Détonbori Canal. They didn't
E N E o | ime  ©ven make a play-off for the
D ; ol mE r=  next 18 years and the legend
Known as the nation’s kitchen, Japan's — ! of the curse grew.
second city is also well established as
a thriving tech hub, says Rob Goss The landmark Osaka
Castle was originally built
The birthplace of major Japanese companies such between 1583 to 1585, but
as Panasonic, Sharp, Capcom and Roland, Osaka has the current version is a
long been a thriving hub of trade and innovation. 1 : i 1 | i . | Lo o . modern rebuild.
And now the city looks set to further raise its world , ’ _ HITIN E T RS ) ',-". :
profile. Osaka will host the 2019 G20 Summit and By ot | ' ! | : -i ﬂ Osaka is often called ‘Japan'’s
will also be one of Japan's 12 Rugby World Cup | " . kitchen', which many attribute
venues later this year, while it was recently ‘B to Osakan cuisine and the
announced that the city had beaten Baku _ l_ 1 locals’ appetite for it. Yes and
in Azerbaijan and Yekaterinburg in 7T no.The term originally comes
Russia to be awarded EXPO 2025. from Osaka's role at the heart
With going global in mind, of the rice trade when nearby
maybe Osaka is also about to Kyoto was the capital, where
step out of Tokyo's shadows

and become an internationally
minded startup hub, too.
According to the Osaka
Business and Investment Centre,
the wider Osaka prefecture is
home to 410,000 places of
business, which generate a total close
to 40 trillion yen (£276bn) and, with a well-
educated population of almost nine million, it

has a deep talent pool. Among all of that - small
yet growing - there are an estimated 1,000 early

stage startups and a pronounced openness to
non-Japanese entrepreneurs.

One organisation promoting Osaka startups is
Osaka Innovation Hub (OIH), Established in 2013

by Osaka City's Economic Strategy Bureau, OIH

arranges mentorships, provides work spaces for
entrepreneurs and runs about 200 events annually

- many in English only - bringing together a
membership of roughly 700 entrepreneurs and

its warehouses functioned like
a kitchen pantry.
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developing Csaka as a global startup clty,
Closeness and collaboration are two
feasons Osaka can succeed in that goal,
according to Hiroyuki Tahara, staff officer for
inmovation at the Economic Strateqy Buraau,
Compared 1o Tokyo, startups, large
companies, SMEs and government agencies
are choser to each other here. They can easily
contact and communicate with each other
through events or in exchange spaces,” he
says, “The Kansal region also hasa kot of
large corporate headguarters, universities
and research institutes gathered in the
narrow area of Byoto, Osaka and Kobe, all of
which are within 30 minutes by rall, and we
are seeing Bansal businesses supporting
startups by launching funds, acceleration
programs and co-working spaces.®
Global is ancther kay word, especially
when it comes o one of DIH's signature
annual events, Hack Osaka, a pitch contest
held in English that features renocwned
entrepreneuns and business accelerators
from arcund the world as judges,
MARUI-Mugin ts one
startup that went
through Hack Osaka,
receiving a bronze ] i
award in 2007, The
company has created a
phig-in for Autodesk
Maya that allowers users
to do medelling and
animallon work in Vit
with an Qculus Rift, HTC
Vive or Windows MR
heacliet. The founder, Max
Krichenbawer, a PhD student at
nearby Mara institute of Science and
Technology (MAIST) when he started
MABLI-Plusgin, reed one of his Investors

B 300 corporate partners with the alm of

through the event and
made new connections In
the startup ccosystem,
“There ane two makn
advantages [of Osakal
that have helped us
tremandoushy,” he says,
“One k& that, becauss
the startup community
ks still wery small, the
SUPPGT IS wery persanal
and enthusiastic. Offhclals
and support stalf will
actually take personal
interest Im your case and
try to help you succead
The second is that Osaka
s much cheaper than
Tokyo in terms of rent
and £ost of living. For a
startug, money isoften
tight, so belng able to live cheaply and not
pay too much rent helps us keep the
burn-rate kow and the iunway long.
Yous could oy A yen saved 158
yeen ratsed In seed capital™
Philip Mguyen is
AnoTher entrepreneur
now based in Osaka
He is the CEO of Gochiso,
an ondine platform that
halps users discowve
local restaurants and
support social and
environmental projects
when dining out,
allowing them to reserve a
table and then donate ten 1o
20 per cent of their bill to credille
social and environmental initiatives.
The 85 restaurants currently signed upto
Gochlso can use the platform to promote

Global ambitions

Philip Nguyan co-founda
of Gochita, Abowe: Max
Krichenbauer, CEQ

af MARLI-Plugln

il M

their businesses and Increass traffic In a way
that also benefits society. Nguyen agrees with
Kikchenbauer about Osaka's relatively kowes
living costs leading toa lower burn rate, He
also cites other reasons for choosing Osaka,

"Fou product and customer development,
| think miew wervices ane gy rueral |':.r hardaer 1o
zall In Osaka since the people hare really
consider the value for their monay and
they are straightforward with providing
feed back, so that could lead to developlng a
stronger product and sales pitch,” Mguyen
says. “We definiely will move 1o bigger
markets like Tokyo in the next stages, but
Ohaka ks kdeal for starting out.®

A% a major travel destination = Ih a country
that comtinues to increase its inbound
numbers - there are oppoiiunities for
entreprenaurs in the travel sphere, woo
such as Chris King, who is developing two
prapects, Train Hacker and Food Tours Japan,
to make travel and food In
lapan more accaisible to
travelbers, "The whole tours
and actlvities space ks sesling
massive growth, especially
with tech starups whao
aggregate all the opthons
and produce easy-10-use
platforms.” he says. “But it's an
area sthll with lots of untapped
potential compared to felds
such as hoetels and flights, |
was blown away by the lood
when | first moved 1o Japan
but soon realised how difficult
it must be for traveliers to find
authentic food experiences.
S0 Food Tours Japan is set up
to help visitors connect with
the bast 1ours and activities.
And Qsaka s the perfect
place to be based for that -
everything and amything here,
business or family, revolves

_—_..__-ﬂ_ aroiind food.”
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Palnts of view
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Osaka hasalinost every
Japadnese and imernational
culsine eoveced, and o llows all
thefaoda nd drinktrends that
11ir Yokyo, whetherithat'sthe
third wave of anlisatal cafésor
the cta'tbeer beoms. But
Osaka afso has as own fiavour,
forthecity'ssigndture siraen
food, Jokeyaki, Hanadako neae
Namha Siation does thingsa
{ktle d¥erently1o the Osaka
norm, The golf-ball-like
baiteted chunks of ociopus
hese come taphped with a
aountainof green onjons, as
well 36 the usual mdyannaise
ang swectikh brown cauce

In any guidebook you'll ind
phlenty of Rsting skur okonomfyoks
= akindof savoury packeye you
ccok at yeur table — but a less
heraldes Osakan favourite is
kushikai s, deepfiied sheweirs
ofhreaded meet, salocd and
vegelables.Pe rlect with beer,
The tvely KushikatsyDatuma
in Shinsekaiclaims to Le the
first place toh ave served thisin
the 1920s, and it's 11l these.

ECRE o
RRUMAF o

lapar’s ever-growing love
alfals with crait beey is ako on
display In Osaka. Unusual for
Japaninthat i Smn by thiee
s'sters, Oszka’s Minoh Beer is

1 @ ne of the best-regarcded craft

brewerlesinthe country. Craft
BeerWo rks Ka mkazeneas

N shirOhashisiation often has
Mineh's hop-heavy W-IPA et
heady impeil2|Steut on oneof
hs 2313ps, plus acliangeable

! lineupof croftimponsand

#herdemestk biews.Foy
cock:ai¥s Ingt eed Space
Station in Shinsaibashiserves
game-inspired concections
su<has Gin & Son'<. which yeu
can sipwhilep'aying classi
consofe and PCgamex,

Take a shoct steoll from Lusy
Uneda 16 the calmer, hipper
Nakazakicho. ks etle aleys

and slcket y old tenements have
2 very different vibe 10 Osake’s
bt stling imiage and are
cammed with sniall boutlques
and hipstes hangouts. Check
outphcesheiestchas Groen
Bepe for 1eto clothing, the

ltorimura enclave’s collecton
of snialgalleries Maeda Cralt
for conteemom iy woodkcraft
and f[umiture, or grab some
oigank; granolaand a
smoodhie al Granda Familio,
Oon't skip Osaka’s art scene.
The vast exhibtien space al
Sakuranomiya’s ARTCOURT
Gallesy toprasants O sakan
contem®eraty 3rt at Its mest
dynami and genre-banding,
with shows that range fiom
conceptnal installaizons (iom
majer anlsts to cxhabltiens of
enresging iocaltalent.On a
smallerscalet he mnima list
Third Gallesy Aya near
Higobashl and Yodoyabashi
stabon s hosts exhbjtions by
up -and-coming axd es tablished
Jamancse ine an phedographess
who frequently dzlve deep into
the fabric of Japana se socity.

THE HOTELSBELOWCAN BE
BOOKED ATBA COM

RILTON OSAKA

A gredt location in the heart of
the busy Umedd eemmeicial
and shopping diste ict, with a
wide ranfj eof busihess and
lewsure Faclities {poolincluded)
plus §27 saoms and suites tha
Ncoporate e altowhes such
36 fusumaw ndow B3 nels

HYATT REGENCY OSAKA
Away fiom thehustie of the
City centre, the baysikde Hyait Is
closeto Universal Stndes lapan,
has good business fadilities and
I52 sheort wak from the INTEX
Osata exhibllioncentre,

SWISSOTELNANKAI OSAKA
A snait peperty whhtop-end
mee: ing (3CIEt ies. Slivated

ab ove Nan kai Namba Saation
-amiyjorhub ard lively
emertainoent district- it hasa
direcs rail In k 10 the 2irpot.®

8A (Vias direct from tleath ow 10 Kansai Interna tic naf
Aipo it four timer a week. From he (e, it's 25 miles 10
centia] Osaka. A taos wil| lalkee abeut SO minutes and cost
$2Q080. while Linwousine buses have racites 10 nany
city-een ¥ e ocalions raking abeut an hous andeosting
¥1,500, The Raplite ail i nk does the telp to Nankal Namba
S ation In 34 minutesfor ¥1.130 Vis | bo.gom/ecoke
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